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A SURVEY REPORT ON CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 2022 

 
BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVES 
 
On 10th December 2021, ShahidiHub Research & Consulting (under 
ShahidiHub Africa Ltd) launched a survey that sought to explore the 
views of Christians in Kenya on Christmas and New Year 2022. 

Similar to last year, this year’s Christmas still takes place within the 

context of the coronavirus pandemic; and the threats posed by the new 

Covid-19 variants. Although these findings reveal how these challenges 

and trends still influence how Christians in Kenya spend Christmas and 

observe church traditions, it also significantly conveys a hopeful future.  

 

The online poll lasted for twelve days and was open to Christians from 

all church denominations. The collated findings below highlight critical 

views and trends on these two aspects. We have also, in some sections, 

compared the current findings with the 2020 end-year findings on 

Christmas and New Year. 

We are grateful to all the participants for sharing their views, thus 

enabling ShahidiHub Research to produce these findings. 
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QUESTION 1 

From your previous personal experience, what do you need to do to celebrate 

Christmas properly? 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Christians in Kenya associate Christmas with activities that focus majorly on 

spirituality, family celebrations, and community outreach. 

The top five Christmas traditions that Christians in Kenya observe during Christmas include: 

sharing of faith in Christ (74.75%), reading the birth story of Jesus Christ (62%), visiting family 

and friends (58%), visiting/donating to the poor (53%), and attending a Christmas Kesha/service 

(49%).  

Other activities that characterize the Christmas season include Giving/receiving gifts (47%), 

preparing a special meal (29%), Christmas carols/movie (24%), traveling upcountry (21%), 

putting up festive decorations (15%), traveling for a vacation (15%). 

Overall, it is encouraging to see that many Christians still observe activities that are biblically 

related to the birth of Jesus Christ, like sharing of belief in Christ, reflecting on the biblical story 

of the birth of Christ, and demonstrating the love of Jesus to the poor and underprivileged.  
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QUESTION 2 

Activities associated with Christmas that will be LESS observed this year because of Covid-19 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The Covid-19 pandemic, in a big way, still affects how Christians will spend their 

2021 Christmas. 

The activities that will be less observed this Christmas include: traveling for a vacation (63%), 

attending a Christmas Kesha/ Service (54%), traveling upcountry (53%), visiting family/friends 

(47%), and visiting/donating to charities (33%). 

With the increasing dangers of the new Omicron variant (the current national positivity rate at 

32.5% according to the Ministry of Health), many are cautious about spending their Christmas, 

with 54% limiting their attendance to Christmas Kesha or worship service. In addition, financial 

constraints will affect how many Christians observe this year’s Christmas; a significant 

percentage of the respondents indicated a scale-down on travel plans and participation in 

charitable activities.  

However, 7% of the respondents believe that none of the activities typically associated with 

Christmas will be less observed.  
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QUESTION 3 

Christmas should be more about Jesus Christ  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Most Christians polled (92%) believe that Christmas should be more about Jesus 

Christ. However, 5% disagree with the assertion, while 3% are unsure of the 

statement.   

The increasing perception that centers the meaning of Christmas on family reunions, 

vacations, and festivities, if not given careful consideration, may in the future redefine 

Christmas. 

 

 

QUESTION 4 

How much of the Christmas story found in the Bible could you tell from memory? 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Although most of the respondents believe that Christmas should be about Jesus Christ, it is 

interesting that not many could tell the story of Jesus Christ accurately.  

Only 48% could tell the Christmas story accurately, 35% admit they could tell it with some 

details off, while 15% could only give a general overview. However, a marginal percent (1%) 

could not tell any of it.  

This finding emphasizes the need for churches to prioritize Christmas teachings/sermon series 

during the advent season in the liturgical calendar. 
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QUESTION 5  

Why did Jesus come to the earth? Check all that Apply 

SUMMARY OF FINDING: Jesus Christ is the reason for the season. 

A majority of Christians polled understand the reason for the season. They agree that Jesus 

Christ came to save the world (90%), to give his life for many (82%), and to reveal God the 

Father (69%).  

However, some respondents could not accurately tell why Jesus Christ was born. Nine 

percent think that Jesus came to condemn sinners, while four percent opine that Jesus 

came to abolish the Old Testament.  
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QUESTION 6 

 

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Like 2020, 2021 has been equally a tough year because of the pandemic and economic 

challenges, but many are grateful for the gift of life, biblical hope, support systems (of 

church community, family, and friends). 

As the 2021 year ends, many are thankful for the following: life/health (79%), biblical hope 

(74%), family/friends (65%), church community (58%), job/employment (37%).  

The dismal scores on employment (37%) reveal the effects of the pandemic. A similar pattern of 

scores on this question is observable when compared with the 2020 end-year poll findings. 
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QUESTION 7 

What are your top priorities (resolutions) in the coming year, 2022? 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The majority of the respondents express a spiritual hunger in the coming year 2022. Thus, 

churches would do good to organize and prioritize activities and programs that can spur 

spiritual formation and growth. 

Those polled expressed that their focus in 2022 would be on spiritual growth (83%), personal 

development (73%), helping others (66%), focus on family/ friends (59%), health and fitness-

related goals (58%), and financial independence (56%). Other resolutions, as illustrated below, 

include finding a job/ starting/growing a business (39%), and quitting negative habits (34%).  
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QUESTION 8 

 

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: As 2021 ends, many are hopeful than when the year 

began.  

A majority of Christians believe that the coming year (2022) will be better (78%) than 2021, 

while another 7% believe that the coming year will unfold in similar ways as 2021.  

When these results are compared with the 2020 end-year poll findings, many are comparably 

hopeful that 2022 will be a good year.  

At the end of 2020, 71% of the respondents thought that 2021 would be a better year. Mainly, 

this was attributed to the optimism that the newfound vaccines would help minimize the 

pandemic. But 4% thought 2021 would be the same as 2020, while 14% expressed that they do 

not know what the year holds for them. A slight increase of ‘don’t know’ category (to this year’s 

15%) highlights the fact that the future (with coronavirus realities in view) remains much 

uncertain at this point. See the 2020 results below.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Basic Survey Information 

Ages of the respondents: Ages 19-35 years were 32.4%, while ages 36-69 were 68%.  

Number of Church Denominations in Kenya Represented: 26 

Number of Respondents: 198 

The Counties Represented by the polled Respondents: 20 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Research Dates: 10th December-22nd December 2021.  

Poll Release: 24th December 2021. 

Who Participated: Christians in Kenya. 

Church Denominations Involved: The web survey was open to Christians from all Churches 

in Kenya.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The margin of error: ±6.96%; The sample provides a Confidence level of 95%.  

The Snowball Sampling method was employed to get respondents from various 
churches/denominations in Kenya, who then recommended the survey link to Christian 
forums within their networks. Also, an invitation email was sent out to the ShahidiHub 
Church Panel with a database of church leaders/clergy and Christians in Kenya. Also, the 
findings were compared with the 2020 end-year findings. 
 
The US-based online data service company- SurveyMonkey Inc (Momentive) hosted the 
online data.  

 
SPONSORSHIP  
Due to the need for well-research data and credible information on the Kenyan 
contemporary ministry context, ShahidiHub Africa Ltd, through its sponsorship, stepped in 
to sponsor the survey.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lead Researcher: Dr. Elkanah Cheboi holds a Ph.D. in Biblical & Theological Studies from 
Africa International University. He is an educator, consultant, researcher, publisher, and 
ordained minister of the gospel. Currently, he leads a team of researchers and oversees 
publications.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ShahidiHub Africa Ltd. is a nondenominational, nonpartisan Christian research, publications, 

and media company based in Kenya. Through ShahidiHub Research & Consulting, the company 

seeks to provide credible and well-researched data and insights on the contemporary ministry 

context and emerging trends through opinion polls/surveys on societal matters/themes affecting 
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the church. In addition, the organization has an online platform where it hosts conversations on 

church and society. We are grateful for the invaluable feedback from our respondents. 

Visit our website: www.shahidihub.com and Like our Facebook Page: ShahidiHub Africa 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ShahidiHub Research & Consulting: Research in Africa for God’s Kingdom in Africa. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ShahidiHub Africa Ltd 

PO BOX 4419, NAKURU, 20100, 

shahidihub.africa@gmail.com  

Phone: 0734272112 

www.shahidihub.com  
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